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Mind you show Hugo all my pictures." Though ilzac does not appear to have been very intimate th the great romantic poet in former years, he sms to have found special pleasure in his society
this time. Hugo was at the seaside when ilzac next sent for him. He hurried back,* >wever, at the urgent summons, and found the ring man stretched on a sofa covered with red id gold brocade. Balzac tried to rise, but could >t; his face was purple, and his eyes alone had e in them. Now that happiness in his married ?e had failed him, his mind had reverted to the it unfinished "Comedie Humaine"; and he talked ng and sadly of projected herculean labours, id of the fate of his still unpublished works. Although my wife has more brains than I, who ill support her in her solitude, she whom I ive accustomed to so much love \" " Certainly," ictor Hugo remarks drily, " she was crying a reat deal."
Nevertheless, though Balzac did at last realise is dangerous state, he had no idea that his end as approaching so near, and he still hoped to be ale to add a few more stones to the edifice of the Comedie Humaine," that great work, which was ow again the principal object of his life, the one right vision in a world of disappointment. In oigust, however, an agonising suspicion began for
* See letter written by Madame Hamelin to the Countess Kisselef loted in "Histoire des (Euvres de Balzac/' by the Vicomte de poelbereh de Lovenjoul, p. 406.
24 Hugo,awled: " I canaring out of the faithful and passionate love which had lasted for sixteen years, and soonly five daysalzac.ou CEuvre," by Julien Lemer.
17account of the case, and may be found in " Un dernier chapitre de I'Histoire des (Euvres de H. de Balzac/' by the Vicomte de Spoelberch de Lovenjoul.
